Friends of the Brodsky Library E-newsletter

June, 2010
If you haven’t already renewed your Friends of the Library membership, you will want to do it today! We have an incredible list of programs scheduled for the next few months. Friends of the Library can attend at no charge – others must pay $7 per program. Attached to this email is a form for renewal. 
Here’s the line-up:

Wednesday, June 23 at 2 pm – film screening of the documentary, Making Trouble, a profile of 6 female comic entertainers of the last century followed by a discussion with Bob Cohn. The film spans more than a century of theater, film and television history – from Fanny Brice’s Ziegfield Follies to Gilda Radner’s incredible work on Saturday Night Live. These Jewish comediennes made an indelible impact on the entertainment world and the times they lived in. A great way to spend a hot summer afternoon! Movie snacks will be served.
____________________________________________________________________________

Summer Israel Series sponsored by Bill Solomon in memory of Karen Solomon

Tuesday, July 13 at 11:30 am – Booktalk on the graphic novel and film Waltz with Bashir by Ari Folman and David Polonsky.  We so pleased to welcome again as our facilitator, for her annual summer presentation, Nancy Berg, Associate Professor of Hebrew and Comparative Literature, Program in Jewish and Near Eastern Studies at Washington University. Even if you haven’t had the opportunity to read the book in advance or have not seen the film, please make plans to attend – Nancy is an incredibly knowledgeable speaker and teacher and we are so fortunate to have her as a yearly book discussion leader at the Brodsky Library. She will be showing clips of the film. Bring a sack lunch; coffee and dessert will be furnished.  
Monday, August 23 at 7:30 pm – We are pleased to welcome a visitor from Israel – come and learn with Esther Zimand as she discusses, “Why Do We Need a Jewish State Now More Than Ever?”  This program is co-sponsored by CAJE. More details in next newsletter.
A special thank you to Bill Solomon for his generosity in making this Israel series possible.


Thursday, July 29 at 7:30 pm – “Never Say Never: How Couples Meet and Marry in the Jewish World” presented by another visitor from Israel, former St. Louisan, Leah Hakimian. Former associate executive director of CAJE, Leah is a web columnist based in Jerusalem and New York.  "Godsend" is published in the online editions of The Jerusalem Post, St. Louis Jewish Light and The Jewish Week. A wonderful opportunity to see an old friend!


Wednesday, August 11 at 11:30 am – booktalk with Naomi Fishman on All Other Nights by Dara Horn. As always, Naomi brings great context to any book she discusses, and this is a wonderful novel by a talented author. Bring a sack lunch, coffee and dessert will be provided.
Tuesday, September 14 at 7:30 pm – We welcome Shalom Paul, Professor Emeritus Bible Department, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, as the featured speaker at our annul Lazaroff Lecture. Professor Paul is a renowned Dead Sea Scrolls scholar. More details forthcoming.

Thursday, October 7 at 7:30 pm -  A panel discussion featuring Rabbi Jeffrey Stiffman, Rabbi Susan Talve and Rabbi Carnie Rose, moderated by Rabbi Brad Horwitz  on the new book by Harold Kushner, Conquering Fear: Living Boldly in an Uncertain World as part of the “BIG Community READ,” held in conjunction with the St. Louis Jewish Book Festival and CAJE. Rabbi Kushner will be appearing at the St. Louis Jewish Book Festival on October 28. Email the library at Brodsky-library@jfedstl.org to check out a copy of the book.

As always, reservations are required for any program and it is not too early to reserve a spot today for any of these amazing events! Respond to this email with your reservation.
Attached to this email is a press release announcing a call for submissions for the third volume in our Harvest anthology series, edited by Howard Schwartz and Barbara Raznick. We welcome submissions from any interested writers of prose or poetry. Open the attachment for more details or email me at braznick@jfedstl.org.

Congratulations for our friend, Felicia Graber, on the publication of her new book. The following is a brief review by Brodsky Library assistant librarian, Lorraine Landy:
Amazing Journey: Metamorphosis of a Hidden Child by Felicia Graber - “Felicia Graber has written a remarkable memoir that holds the reader’s attention from first to last” – from the foreword by Sir Martin Gilbert. Felicia Graber falls into the category of Hidden Child. She and her mother survived the Holocaust by taking on new identities as gentiles and living among the local farmers. Miraculously her father survived as well. Felicia was born in Poland soon after the Germans invaded and the family was sent to the ghetto with all the other Jews. On the day the Jews were ordered to the town square for a second deportation to the concentration camps, the family has the correct documents and is spared. Then the children are ordered to come forward to be taken to “a more pleasant and healthier environment.” Two year old Felicia and her parents who accompany her are again spared by a friend who convinces the guard that her father is a valuable member of the Judenrat, the Jewish Council that runs the ghetto. This memoir extends beyond  the Holocaust, and relates how she evolved from a shy Polish girl who married an American Army chaplain and goes on to become a confident and accomplished woman who is involved with teaching and writing about the Holocaust and organizing child survivor and descendants of survivor groups. I recommend this book as a valuable addition to the Holocaust genre for both teens and adults. 
