Ben A’kiba Aid Society, 1914-1993
93-13, (3 cu ft) [Location 4.2; 8.5]

Founded in 1892 as the Ben A’kiba Frauen Verein, the Society was to raise funds for the Jewish needy.  On October 15, 1910 the Society established the Ben A’kiba Home for Working Girls, which was sold in 1940.  In June 1947 the Society established a fellowship in radiology and x-ray for cancer research at Jewish Hospital, and in the Fall of that year began to assist the Cerebral Palsy Training Center and Firmin Desloge Hospital.  

In March 1954 the Society agreed to build and furnish the Ben A’kiba Play Therapy Department in the Jewish Hospital’s Psychiatry Department.  The facility was formally dedicated on March 22, 1959.  The Society continued to fund it for many years.

Throughout its history the Society funded many charitable services including the JCCA Ben A’kiba Computer Camp and the Jewish Center for Aged.  The Society disbanded in 1993.

Box 1

1. 85th Birthday Luncheon Program, 1977

2. 101st Birthday Luncheon, 1993

3. Annual Card Party & Luncheon Tickets, 1973-1976

4. Annual Donor Luncheon Programs, 1952-1992

5. Audio-Visual: Mothers’ Day Luncheon, May 7, 1975

6. Bessie Zonnis Songs, 1951-1965

7. Bicentennial Donor Luncheon Program, May 14, 1964

8. Bulletin, 1941-1947

9. Bulletin, 1951-1959

10. Bulletin, 1961-1969

11. Bulletin, 1971-1978

12. Bulletin, 1982-1989

13. Bulletin, 1990-1993

14. Constitution & By-Laws, 1973

15. Constitution & Revised By-Laws, 1935

16. Correspondence, 1950-1974

17. Correspondence, 1989-1993

18. Federal Tax Return, 1971

19. Golden Anniversary Bulletin, 1942

20. History of Ben Akiba Aid Society, n.d.

21. How to Conduct Meeting Instructions, n.d.

Box 2

1. Income & Disbursement, 1961-1991
2. Ledgers: Accounts, 1983-1989

3. Lewin: Russian Passport, Inspection Cards & Ship Information, 1914

4. Membership Application, n.d.

5. Minutes & Reports, 1942-1947

6. Minutes & Reports, 1948-1951

7. Minutes & Reports, 1956-1959

8. Minutes & Reports, 1960-1963

9. Minutes & Reports, 1983-1986

10. Minutes & Reports, 1987-1989

11. Minutes & Reports, 1990-1992

12. Out-Patient Play Therapy Section Annual Report, 1961

13. Photographs: Black & White, 1963-1967

14. Photographs: Color, 1965-1992

15. Press Clippings, 1964-1993

16. Press Releases, 1964

Box 3

1. Reports of Examination, 1951-1993

2. Seligman, Sara: Certificate of Merit, November 7, 1962
3. Tree Fund Certificate in Memory of John F. Kennedy, n.d.

4. Woman of the Year Tribute-Sara Seligman, 1968

5. Yearbook Pages-Honors, 1960-1991

6. Yearbooks, 1943-1945

7. Yearbooks, 1957-1959

8. Yearbooks, 1960-1963

9. Yearbooks, 1964-1968

10. Yearbooks, 1969-1974

11. Yearbooks, 1975-1979

Box 4

1. Yearbooks, 1980-1983

2. Yearbooks, 1984-1989

3. Yearbooks, 1990-1992

Oversize [8.5]:

1. Scrapbook, 1932-1972*
2. Scrapbook: Down Memory Lane, 1939-1967 [fragile]*
Audio-Visual:

1. Slide Presentation, n.d.

*gift of Sara Seligman, 2/23/98

