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(ca. 0.25 cu ft) [Location 2.1]

Marcus Bernheimer, was born March 1, 1847 in Liberty, Mississippi.  By 1848 his father, Samuel Bernheimer, was running a store in Port Gibson, Mississippi.  At age 17 Marcus enrolled in the Georgia Military Institute.  Late in the Civil War young Marcus joined the Confederate Army and served as a private and drummer [?] until the end of the war.  After his parole he returned to Port Gibson and joined his father’s business.  By 1875 the business was one of the largest of its kind in Mississippi, but it wasn’t enough to hold young Marcus Bernheimer.  That year he moved to St. Louis to begin a new chapter in his life.  
Once in St. Louis, Mr. Bernheimer formed a grocery partnership with his brother-in-law, Nicholas Scharff, known first as Scharff and Bernheimer and later as Scharff, Bernheimer & Co.  Later he helped to develop Meramec Highlands Co. around the turn of the 19th century, one of the first subdivisions developed in the area.  Around the same time he became president of the M. Bernheimer Milling & Mercantile Co., a flour producing business.  Mr. Bernheimer was also a democratic candidate in the 1893 mayoral election.  In 1910 he ran and won the position of Circuit Court Clerk, a position he held until 1912.  

Marcus Bernheimer was the first president of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society of St. Louis, which was formed in 1882.  He also served as the first president of the Associated Hebrew Charities, organized in St. Louis in 1885.  Mr. Bernheimer was an organizer and officer in several Jewish charitable organizations and was a member of Temple Shaare Emeth.
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Oversize

1. 12x17” Poster: “Vote for Marcus Bernheimer, Democratic Nominee for Clerk of the Circuit Court, City of St. Louis.  Election: Tuesday, November 8th, 1910”

2. 12x16” Photo, Marcus Bernheimer; Strauss Photo

