B’nai El Congregation Collection, 1906-1999
(ca. 1  cu ft) [Location 3.1]

German Jews formed the Congregation Amenu (or Emanu) El in 1847, and originally met over a livery stable on Fifth Street.  In 1848 the congregation bought property on Pratte Avenue for a cemetery (later known as the Camp Springs Cemetery).  In the meantime, Bohemian Jews formed the B’nai Brith congregation in 1849, meeting in South St. Louis at the corner of Fulton and Lafayette.  They established their cemetery in 1850 on Gravois Road.  By 1849 both congregations were depleted by the cholera epidemic and the California gold rush, and they merged on October 17, 1852 under the name B’nai El.  
The new congregation’s first location was two small rooms at Lafayette & Ninth Streets.  A bequest from the will of Joseph Touro secured a lot at Sixth and Cerre Streets where they completed a new building in September 1855.  This was the first permanent synagogue building in St. Louis.  In 1871 B’nai El was one of the five founders of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, the first Reform association in the United States.

Locations over the years:

6th at Cerre St. (1864)

11th St. & Chouteau Ave. (1874)

3666 Flad Ave. at Spring Ave. (1905)

Delmar & Clara Aves. (1930)

Box 1

1. Book of Remembrance, 1992

2. By Laws, 1953

3. History of the B’nai El Congregation, n.d.

4. Klausner, Rabbi Bertram, 1991

5. Member Correspondence, 1954-1963

6. Miller, Rabbi Julian H., 1956-1961

7. Minutes, 1954

8. Press Releases, n.d.

9. Programs, 1906-1970

10. St. Louis Tombstone Photographs [American Jewish Archives, n.d. [separation]

11. Services & Songs for the Sunday School, 1951

12. Temple Topics [Bulletin], 1988-1989

13. Temple Topics [Bulletin], 1992-1993

14. Temple Topics [Bulletin], 1994

15. Temple Topics [Bulletin], 1995

16. Temple Topics [Bulletin], 1996-1997

17. Temple Topics [Bulletin], 1998

Box 2

1. Temple Topics [Bulletin], 1999

2. Temple Topics [Bulletin], 2000

3. Temple Topics [Bulletin], 2001

4. Temple Topics [Bulletin], 2009
5. “Years of Turmoil, Years of Growth: St. Louis in the 1850s,” by Charles van Ravensway, 1967
6. Mt. Sinai Cemetery Association Minutes [Draft Transcript], 1869-1874

7. Mt. Sinai Cemetery Association Minutes [Typed], 1869-1874

8. Mt. Sinai Cemetery Association Minutes [Typed], 1874-1883

9. Mt. Sinai Cemetery Burials, 1859-1899

10. Mt. Sinai Cemetery History, 1955-1988

11. Press Clippings: New Sanctuary, 1977

12. Ballou’s Pictorial, 1857 [copy]

13. Edwards’s Great West, 1860 [partial photocopy]

