Jewish Orthodox Old Folks’ Home/Jewish Center for the Aged, 1908-1992

(.5 cu ft) [Location 4.2]

The Jewish Orthodox Old Folks’ Home (JOOF) was founded and incorporated in 1906 as the Beth Moshab Sekenim Society.  The Society bought and converted a former mansion at 1438 E. Grand. Ave. for use.  The facility opened in July 1907, with a formal ceremony on August 27, 1907.

A new building, built in 1912, temporarily eased the problem of overcrowding.  A new three-story main building opened in 1926, and by 1940 the home occupied eight acres.  In 1960 the JOOF changed its name to the Jewish Center for the Aged.  They sold the facility on E. Grand in 1974, although the JCA continued to use it on a lease-back arrangement until a new building on South Outer 40 Road in Chesterfield was ready in 1975.
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